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“Snowflake Open” December 8 given by 

the Christmas Brook FSC 

Emma Briceland: 

 Preliminary Compulsory Moves:  1

st

 

Place 

 Preliminary B Freestyle:  4

th

 Place 

 Preliminary Interpretive:  3

rd

 Place 

Alyssa Hopsicker: 

 Pre-Preliminary B:  3

rd

 Place 

Jessica Marinstein: 

 Pre-Preliminary A:  2

nd

 Place 

 

USFS TESTS PASSED 

December 8, Clinton, NY 

Helen Serafini: 

 Novice MIF 

 

 

 

 

AFSC Winter Ice Show  

December 9 – in skating order: 

 Carley McLean 

 Samara Finkle 

 Catherine Roberts 

 Demi Flack 

 Grace DiRisio 

 Leah Triller 

 Gianna Foley 

 Alexis Mouzakes 

 Achilles Edge Open-Juvenile 

Synchronized Skating Team:  Emma 

Briceland, Hannah Conroy, Laura Cox, 

Quinn Desiderio, Gina DiNapoli, Aislyn 

DiRisio, Alyssa Hopsicker, Katie 

Howard, Taylor Kennedy, Christine 

Lombardi, Isabelle Lombardi, Stephanie 

Lombardi, Maddie Olberg, Rachel 

Staudt & Adi White 

 Desiree Larrivee 

 Rachel Bluth 

 Danielle Sgroi 

 Samantha Zayas 

 Izabella Martin 

 Trisha Roohan 

 Shea Coleman Foley 

 Lea Sposito 

 Soojee Eckardt-Rigberg 

 Rachael Gray 

 Claire Triller 

 Allie Tedeschi 

 Jessica Marinstein 

 Micaela Jones 

 Amanda Gemmiti 

 Samantha Carach 

 Christina Lombardi 

 Meagan Clawar 

 Stephanie Lombardi 

 Adi White 

 Isabelle Lombardi 

 Ellory Smith 

 Hannah Conroy 

 Alyssa Hopsicker 

 Shelby Lynn Fichter 

 Rachel Roberts 

 Emily Mueller 

 Any Barba 

 Kylar Coleman Foley 

 Bryce DiRisio 

 Alexandra Richer 

 Catherine Amodeo 

 Achilles Edge Beginner Synchronized 

Skating Team:  Grace DiRisio, Demi 

Flack, Izabella Martin, Alexis Mouzakes, 

Catherine Roberts, Lea Sposito, Allie 

Tedeschi, Claire Triller & Leah Triller 

 Lukas Sotola 

 Victoria Carach 

 Taylor Kennedy 

 Emma Briceland 

 Rachel Staudt 

 Katie Howard 

 Madeline Olberg 

 Aislyn DiRisio 

 Achilles Edge Pre-Juvenile 

Synchronized Skating Team:  Rachel 

Bluth, Shea Coleman Foley, Soojee 

Eckardt-Rigberg, Gianna Foley, Morgan 

Gillies, Rachael Gray, Anne Kennedy, 

Desiree Larrivee, Jessica Marinstein, 

Trisha Roohan, Danielle Sgroi & 

Samantha Zayas 

Clifton Park Holiday Show 

December  

 “Rudolph Group Program:” Abagail 

Smentkowski, Lily & Emily Digman  

 Abagail Smentkowski 

 Emily Digman 

 Lily Digman 

 Meghan Murphy 

 Rachael Galloway 

 

Many AFSC skaters participated on the 2007 

Holiday Tree Lighting Festival at the Empire 

State Plaza on Sunday on December 2

nd

.  

Skaters included: 

 “Rudolph Group Program:” Abagail 

Smentkowski, Lily & Emily Digman 

 Helen Serafini 

 Olivia Serafini 

 Victoria Carach 

 Samantha Carach 

 Katie Howard 

 Micaela Jones 

 Shea Foley 

 Grace DiRisio 

 Katelyn Masullo 

 Gianna Foley 

 Bryce DiRisio 

 Danielle Sgroi 

 Amy Barba 

 Soojee Eckardt-Rigberg 

 Catherin Amodeo 

 Rachel Bluth 

 Katelyn McGlauflin 

 Christina Lombardi 

 

PHOTOS FROM THE TREE LIGHTING 
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SYNCHRO NEWS 

All three of the Achilles Edge synchro teams 

– the Beginner, Pre-Juvenile, and Open 

Juvenile teams – performed at the AFSC 

Winter Ice Show on December 8, 2007.  The 

teams showed off their new programs for the 

2007-08 season to the delight of the crowd.  

Great job, girls! 

 

On December 21, 2007 team members and 

their families attended the synchro Holiday 

Party.  Everyone enjoyed pizza and goodies, 

and had fun with games, a grab bag gift 

exchange, and a limbo contest (a synchro 

team favorite!).  The teams would like to 

thank Robyn Marinstein for the goody bag 

donations, Tom Lombardi for the team 

photos, and Pat Clancy and Anne Triller for 

planning the event. 

 

The Lake Placid Synchro competition the 

teams had entered on January 5-6, 2008 

was unexpectedly cancelled.  Fortunately, 

however, all three AFSC teams were able to 

enter the Colonial Classic Synchronized 

Skating Competition in Lowell, 

Massachusetts the same weekend.  This is a 

very large competition with over 100 synchro 

teams from all over the northeast and New 

England, as well as teams from Virginia, 

Maryland, and even Colorado.    Remember 

to wish the Achilles Edge skaters good luck 

in their season-opening competition! 

 

Up next:  All 3 teams will again compete 

February 10, 2008 in the Connecticut 

Synchronized Skating Classic, and the Open 

Juvenile team will compete this year at the 

Empire State Games on February 22-23, 

2008. 

 

PHOTOS FROM THE SYNCHRO HOLIDAY 

PARTY 
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Rachel Bluth – December 29 

Emma Briceland – December 3 

Lindsey DeBerry – December 20 

Aislyn DiRisio – December 18 

Soojee Eckardt – Rigberg – December 27 

Rachael Gray – December 5 

Isabelle Lombardi – December 14 

Christina Martinelli – December 3 

Judy Min – December 18 

Sarah Rubin – December 16 

Karissa Shelton – December 11 

Ellory Smith – December 6 

Rachel Staudt – December 8 

Marc Tracey – December 23 

 

 

BASIC SKILLS /LEARN TO 

SKATE WINTER 2008 

A new session starts January 6

th

 following the 

same schedule with 45 minute lessons for all 

school age and adult skaters.  Preschool 

skaters will still have the option to sign up for 

extra lesson time or not.  Included in the winter 

program is participation in Albany Figure 

Skating Club’s Spring Ice Show.  We hope our 

skaters find this an exciting addition to our 

program! 

 

I want at this time to again extend thanks to 

our volunteer skaters: 

 Adi White 

 Sarah Rubin 

 Lukas Sotola 

 

NEEDED NEW BASIC SKILLS 

COORDINATOR FOR NEXT SEASON:  

Janet is resigning as Basic Skills Coordinator 

at the end of this year.  We need a 

responsible club volunteer to assume her 

responsibilities.  Janet will work with the new 

coordinator throughout next years season.  

Please contact Janet if interested. 

 

Questions?  Contact Janet Sotola 

jsotola@nycap.rr.com or 861-6705 

 

 

On your engagement this December 23! 

 

ITEMS OF INTEREST: 

1. Coming soon:  The Albany FSC will be 

offering a new service to its members -- 

a monthly skates-for-sale listing, called 

the Skate Exchange.  Club members 

seeking to buy or sell used skates will 

have the opportunity to list their skates 

or see what other members have 

available for sale.  Watch your e-mail 

for further details in January. 

2. Photographs from the Penguin 

Invitational in Springfield, MA can be 

purchased from Tom Moriarty of Morts 

Sports Photography.  Photos can be 

viewed at the link below. 

http://mortssports.smugmug.com/Figur

e%20Skating%20Events/414485 

3. Some statistics on our 1

st

 Annual 

competition (Oct 27, 2007): 

 130 skaters participated 

 Levels skated ranged from Basic 

Skills level 2 through novice 

ladies  

 18 USFS clubs represented 

 11 USFS judges/referees 

participated 

 61 AFSC members skated in 

event 

 44 AFSC families/members 

served as volunteers for the event 

 10 vendors represented 

 $5000 cleared as profit to AFSC 

from the event  

Thanks to again all who made the 

event a huge success!  Save the date 

for next year:  Saturday October 25, 

2008 in Clifton Park! 

4. Artistry in Motion Performance School 

for Figure Skaters during February 

break.  Contact Paula Wagener at 928-

6320 for more information. 

 Tuesday February 19, 8:00-4:30 

@ Knickerbacker Arena 

 Wednesday February 20, 8:00-

4:30 @ Messa Rink Union 

College 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO 

REMEMBER: 

1. March 29, 3:30-7:30:  Spring Ice Show 

at the Bethlehem YMCA. 

2. March 30, 4:00:  Stars on Ice, group 

tickets will be sold.  Check your email for 

further information. 

3. April 14-18: Spring Clinic Week 10:00 

AM to 3:00 PM 

4. Friday April 25: AFSC Annual Rewards 

Banquet 

5. Saturday October 25:  2

nd

 Annual Albany 

FSC Basic Skills & Open Competition 

 

SKATING ON TV 

 January 1, 3:00-5:00:  NBC, 

Musselman’s Applesauce Presents Sara 

Evans Country on Ice 

 January 5, 6:00-9:00:  ESPN2, ISU 

Grand Prix Final 

 January 5, 9:00 PM – 12:00 AM:  

ESPN2, 2007 Trophee Eric Bompard 

 January 6, 4:00-6:00:  NBC, Skating & 

Gymnastics Spectacular 

 January 12, 6:00-9:00:  ESPN2, 2007, 

Cup of Russia 

 January 12, 9:00 PM- 12:00 AM:  2007 

NHK Trophy 

 January 13, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM:  

Style, Smucker’s Presents Kurt 

Browning Gotta Skate 

 January 13, 4:00-6:00:  NBC, Mrs. Dash 

Skate for the Heart 

 January 18, 5:00-7:00:  Style, Smuckers 

Presents Kurt Browning Gotta Skate 

 January 20, 10:00-12:00:  Style, Mrs. 

Dash Skate for the Heart 

 January 20, 4:00-6:00:  NBC, 

Progressive Fashion on Ice 

 January 25, 5:00-7:00:  Style, Mrs. Dash 

Skate for the Heart 
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 January 26, 2:00-4:00:  NBC, 2008 US 

Championships 

 January 26, 8:00-11:00:  NBC, 2008 US 

Championships 

 January 27, 10:00-12:00:  Style, 

Wynonna Tribute on Ice 

 January 27, 4:00-6:00:  NBC, 2008 US 

Championships 

UPCOMING COMPETITIONS 

FOR THE SEASON: 

USFS COMPETITIONS: 

1. Saturday January 12:  Mohawk Valley 

Classic, New Hartford, NY.  Applications 

available on their website: 

www.scnh.org.  Application deadline is 

December 8

th

. 

2. Sunday January 13:  6

th

 Annual Winter 

Escapade Competition, West Orange, 

NJ. 

3. Friday February 1 to Sunday February 3:  

Bay State Games, Adams, MA given by 

Christmas Brook FSC. 

4. February 22-24:  Empire State Games 

@ Lake Placid NY.  For information: 

www.empirestategames.org/winter/skate

s.htm.  

5. March 1-2:  6

th

 Annual Skate Challenge 

Cup, Cicero, NY.  On-line registration 

available on www.sccny.org.  Deadline 

for registration is January 31. 

6. March 7-9:  Green Mountain Open, 

South Burlington, VT.  Applications 

available on their website:  

www.vermontskatingclub.org.  

Registration deadline is February 1.  

7. March 8-9:  2008 Eastern Adult 

Sectional Championships in Wayne, NJ.  

Email Anne Marie Bellantuono @ 

jdealtileny1@aol.com.  Deadline for 

registration is January 25. 

8. Saturday, March 29, 2008:  The Garren, 

given by Hudson Mohawk FSC, Troy, 

NY.  More information will be available 

on their website www.hmfsc.org after 

January 1. 

 

ISI COMPETITIONS: 

1. January 17-20:  Lake Placid ISI 

Competition, Lake Placid, NY.   

2. April 5 & 6, 2008:  Saratoga Springs 

Invitational, Saratoga, NY.  Registration 

forms are now available on their website:  

www.saratogaspringsfsc.org.  Deadline 

for registration is March 1. 

UPCOMING USFS TEST 

SESSIONS: 

1. Sunday January 13:   @ Saratoga 

Springs, Weibel Rink given by SSFSC.  

Registration forms are now available on:  

www.saratogaspringsfsc.org.  Deadline 

for registration is January 4. 

2. Saturday January 26:  @ Glens Falls, 

NY.  Registration forms now available 

on: www.glensfallsfigureskating.com.  

Deadline for registration January 12. 

3. Sunday March 30:   @ Saratoga 

Springs, Weibel Rink given by SSFSC. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  UPDATE 

AFSC MEMBERSHIP: 121 

BASIC SKILLS MEMBERSHIP:  39 

 

INTERESTED IN 

MEMBERSHIP  TO ALBANY 

FIGURE SKATING CLUB? 

Contact Membership Chair Janet Sotola @ 

jsotola@nycap.rr.com for information & 

registration form or go to our website: 

www.albanyfsc.org. 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 

Thursday January 24, 6:30-8:30 @ the 

Bethlehem YMCA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISCELANEOUS PHOTOS FROM THIS 

FALL SHOWS & COMPETITIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


