aLBANY FIGURE SKATING CLUB NEWSLETTER
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combining of two clubs successful!

June 2005

Achilles Figure Skating Club and Upstate Skates have officially combined as of June 2005!  Now we can offer our skaters more than ever!  As a member of the Albany Figure Skating Club (AFSC)  you would belong to a club that is affiliated both with Ice Skating Institute (ISI) and United States Figure Skating (USFS).  You will be eligible to skate in ISI & USFS shows and competitions. 

THANK YOU KATE SPILLER FOR OUR NEW CLUB LOGO (above)!

AFSC board officers elected!

President:  Laurie Briceland Lombardi (bricelal@acp.edu)

Vice President:

Secretary:  Jayne Deane-White (jdeane@cdphp.com)

Treasurer:  Colm Kennedy (doonbeg@midtel.net)

Past President:  Kathy Basirico (basirick@union.edu) 

afsc board members elected!

Dawn Hopsicker (jhopsick@nycap.rr.com)

Paulette Morgan (pmorgan3@nycap.rr.com)

Kathy Appel (kathyka@nycap.rr.com)

Janet Sotola (jsotola@nycap.rr.com)

Tara DiRisio (tdirisio@nycap.rr.com)

Diane Bloustein (dblouste@courts.state.ny.us)

chairpersons!

Membership Chair:  Janet Sotola

Test Chair:  Diane Bloustein

Sanctions Chair:  Paulette Morgan

Synchro Co-Chairs:  Kate Spiller & 

Dawn Hopsicker

Public Relations Chair:  Jayne Deane-White

Website:  Diane Bloustein & Janet Sotola

Professional Liaison:  Tara DiRisio

Basic Skills Chair:  Kathy Basricio

Winter Ice Show Chair:  Tom Lombardi

new website! WWW.ALBANYFSC.ORG
For any important club information refer to our new website,  we will be sending out minimal paperwork via snail mail ( so check your email and our website often.  The website will be up and running soon & will include:

· Home Page:   General club information & the latest news/photos 

· Program Page:  Ice Package Information and Registration forms Look for photos of our Summer Ice Clinic!
· Synchro Page:  Information & News

· Events Page:  Competition & Ice Show Information for ISI & USFS

· Coaches Page:  Information on our Coaches

· Skating Schedule Page: Calendar of available club ice

· Our own special SKATER’S PAGE!

skater’S PAGE

Lukas Sotola is our first featured skater.  Who wants to be next?

Any club member may submit photo and information to become our featured skater.  Skaters will be placed on the website in the order the information is received.  Information may be submitted via email or snail mail.
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synchro 

Team Try-Outs:

Sunday, August 28, 5:30-6:30 @ the Knick Arena in Troy, NY

Practices start September 23 @ the YMCA Delmar, NY:

Off-Ice:  Sunday’s 4:50-5:20

On-Ice:  Sunday’s 5:30-6:30 & for 7 weeks on Friday’s 6:00-7:00 PM  to begin the season

Call 357-0934  for more information and directions.

fall/winter 2005 ice packages available  ( call for volunteers:
We are offering 4 freestyle ice packages at the Albany County Hockey Facility (ACHF) & the YMCA rink (BAY) in Delmar, NY starting Friday September 9, 2005.

Sunday’s 6:30-7:30

Wednesday’s 4:20-5:50 or 4:50-5:50

Friday’s 3:30-4:30 & 4:30-5:50

Registration forms are available via email (jsotola@nycap.rr.com).  They will also be available on our website: www.albanyfsc.org as soon as it is up & running! 

 We are in need of a new Session Supervisor Coordinator.  Contact Janet Sotola (jsotola@nycap.rr.com) if you are interested.

fall/winter 2005 basic skills & avant-edge classes ( call for volunteers!:

We are hoping to continue to offer Basic Skills & Advant-edge classes this fall at the Schenectady County Recreational Facility in Glenville, NY on Sunday’s 3:15-4:45.  These are both excellent programs which Achilles has offered for over 25 years, a tradition we would like to continue.  Programs like these are what keep our skating club alive!  

· Basic Skills Classes:

· Snowplow Sam 1-3

· Basic 1-8 

· Advant-edge classes:

To make this program possible we need a parent volunteer to commit their time as our Basic Skills Parent ( to reimburse you for your time your child could skate for FREE!  

Contact Kathy Basirico (basirick@union.edu) or Janet Sotola (jsotola@nycap.rr.com) for more information.

summer freestyle clinic was a total success!!

August 2005:

Our first freestyle summer clinic was a great success with 27 skaters!  It ended with a bang!  The original choreographed ice show “Summertime” was enjoyed by all!

 All skaters, coaches and volunteers worked hard to make it a great experiencel.  Without the extra effort of donations of food, drink,  and time things wouldn’t have gone so smoothly.  THANK YOU EVERYONE!  

A special THANKS to our coaches:

· Nikki Schallehn

· Liz Spiller

· Shealee Whitney

· Rocky Irish

We are looking forward to next year.  How about 2 weeks of clinic?

congratulations!

USFS Tests Passed July 2005

Pre-Preliminary Freestyle:

· Quinn Desiderio
· Helen Serafini
· Olivia Serafini
Preliminary Moves in the Field:

· Gina DiNapoli
· Alyssa Hopsicker
Pre-juvenile Moves in the Field:

· Amanda Gemmiti
· Helen Serafini
· Olivia Serafini
Intermediate Moves in the Field:

· Stephanie Hay

· Stephanie Lombardi

Ten-Fox (Bronze Dance):

· Christina Lombardi

· Stephanie Lombardi

Fourteen Step (Pre-Silver Dance):

· Christina Lombardi

Adult Bronze Moves in the Field:

· Virginia Mahoney
Adult Pre-Bronze Moves in the Field:

· Virginia Mahoney
Senior Freestyle:

· Diane Basirico
our congratulations to diane basirico! 

Congratulations Diane for passing your Senior Freestyle test!  And Good luck in college!  We hope you continue to enjoy many years of skating!

happy birthday! 

Lisa Hladik:  August 15th

Katie Howard:  August 15th

Virginia Mahoney:  August 22nd

Mekala Paparian:  August 6th

Nikki Schallehn:  August 19th

Helen Serafini:  August 30th
Kristen Blondin: August 5th

congratulations kristen blondin on your engagement!

Congratulations Kristen on becoming E-N-G-A-G-E-D to John Piccirillo on Friday August 5th on her 28th birthday!   When is the big day?
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Thank you Alex Sotola!

For submitting this logo for consideration.

a huge thanks to judi weatherhead for organizing our next-to-new sale!

15 people displayed & sold items.  We all know how expensive these things are if bought new!  Thanks to everyone who worked with Judi to make this a success:  Paulette Morgan, Heidi DeBerry, Dorothy Roohan & Tedi Foley.

important dates to remember:

1. Sunday August 28, 2005 5:30-6:60 Synchro Try-Outs @ the Knick Arena!
2. Friday September 9, 2005 Fall Ice Starts @ the ACHF & BAY rinks.
3. Sunday September 25, 2005 Synchro Practice starts.

4. October 25, 2005 Kristi Yamaguchi Friends & Family:  We have reserved tickets at a reduced rate of only $14.00!  Please call Paulette Morgan @ 475-9419 or email her @ pmorgan3@nycap.rr.com for more information.

5. Saturday December 10, 2005 6:00-8:30:  Winter Ice Show @ the BAY.

upcoming competitions for the 2005-2006 season:

See our website:  www.albanyfsc.org for more information and links to websites.

USFS COMPETITIONS:

1. 8/23/05  Cranberry Open in South Dennis, MA.

2. 11/05/05  Mohawk Valley Classic, New Hartford Recreation Center, New Hartford, NY. *DEADLINE for registration is October 8!

3. 11/19/05  Pioneer Valley Penguin Invitational, Springfield, MA.  *DEADLINE for registration is October 6!

ISI COMPETITIONS:

1. 10/29-30/05 Annual Halloween Classic, Rockland, MA.

2. 1/12-15/2006 Lake Placid ISI Competition.  *AFSC has reserved a block of rooms:  Standard double non-smoking rooms at the Comfort Inn (518) 523-9555, most poolside @ a rate of $125.00/night for a 3 night stay.  Call by December 10 to reserve your room – held under Albany Figure Skating Club/Lombardi.

3. 4/1-2, 2006 9th Annual Saratoga Springs Invitational, Saratoga Springs, NY.

upcoming usfs tests:

See our website:  www.albanyfsc.org for more information and links to websites.

1. August 26, 2005 7:M-1PM @ the Weible rink in Saratoga Springs, NY given by the Saratoga Figure Skating Club.

2. August 27, 2005 @ the Knickerbacker rink in Troy, NY given by the Uncle Sam Skating Club.

submissions welcomed for future newsletters!

Keep your eyes out for future issues.  They will be posted on our website as soon as it is up and running.

I would appreciate any submissions or contributions.  Be creative!

Enjoy!  Janet Sotola (jsotola@nycap.rr.com)
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